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This guidance document is not a standard or regulation, and it creates no new legal obligations. It
contains recommendations as well as descriptions of mandatory safety and health standards. The
recommendations are advisory in nature, informational in content, and are intended to assist
employers in providing a safe and healthful workplace. The Occupational Safety and Health Act
requires employers to comply with safety and health standards and regulations promulgated by
OSHA or by a state with an OSHA-approved state plan. In addition, the Act’s General Duty
Clause, Section 5(a)(1), requires employers to provide their workers with a workplace free from
recognized hazards likely to cause death or serious physical harm.
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carriers, hustlers, top loaders, and container reachstackers). The following are some of the
provisions in 29 CFR 1917.43 that pertain to safe operation of PITs:

Paragraph (b)(1) of 29 CFR 1917.43 states, “[M]odifications...that might affect the vehicle's
capacity or safety shall not be performed without either the manufacturer's prior written approval
or the written approval of a professional engineer experienced with the equipment who has
consulted with the manufacturer, if available,” while paragraph (b)(2) of that section specifies:
“Unauthorized personnel shall not ride on PITs. A safe place to ride shall be provided when
riding is authorized.” Other provisions of 29 CFR 1917.43(b) and (c), notably 29 CFR
1917.43(b)(3)-(b)(10), (b)(12), (c)(1), and (c)(3)-(c)(5), respectively, specify that employers
must ensure that:

e When a PIT is unattended, the load-engaging means fully lowered, controls
neutralized, and brakes set. The power is off unless the PIT is in view, and within 25
feet (7.62 m), of the operator. If the PIT is on an incline, its wheels are blocked or
curbed,;

e PITs are not operated inside damaged highway vehicles or railcars if the vehicle or
railcar could affect operational safety;

e PITs are marked with their rated capacities, which shall be visible to the operator;

e PITs handle only stable and safely arranged loads that are within their rated capacity;

e PIT operators ascend and descend grades slowly;

e PIT operators slow down and sound the horn at cross-aisles and other locations where
visibility is obstructed;

e If the load obstructs the forward view, PIT operators travel with the load trailing;

e PIT operators do not use steering knobs unless the PIT is equipped with power
steering;

e When pipe trucks or similar equipment are towing cargo, a safe means protects the PIT
operator from sliding loads;

e Only designated persons perform maintenance and repair on PITs;

e Replacement parts for PITs with a function that may affect operational safety are
equivalent in strength and performance capability to the original parts they replace;

e Braking systems or other mechanisms on PITs used for braking are in safe and
operable condition;

e PITs are maintained in safe working order, and that safety devices remain in place and
are operational except as otherwise provided in 29 CFR 1917.43; and

e PITs with a fuel-system leak or any other safety defect are removed from service until
properly repaired.

29 CFR 1910.178(1) establishes training requirements for PIT operators,* including those
working at marine terminals. For example, if an operator received prior training in the topics

*Under 29 CFR 1910.178(1)(3)(i)(M), PIT operator training programs must cover
equipment manufacturers’ instructions, warnings, or precautions ( including the use of seatbelts
if applicable). Such programs may also address the hazards, if any, the training provider believes
seat-belt use could cause in a particular work situation in the marine cargo-handling industry
(OSHA Compliance Directive CPL 02-01-028).
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individuals upon request. Voice phone: (202) 693-1999; teletypewriter (TTY) number: 1-877-
889-5627.

. . ®
For more information: OSH:A

Occupational Safety and Health Administration
U.S. Department of Labor www.osha.gov or (800) 321-OSHA
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