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Employers are responsible for providing a safe and
healthy workplace for their employees. OSHA’s role
is to promote the safety and health of America’s
working men and women by setting and enforcing
standards; providing training, outreach and education;
establishing partnerships; and encouraging continual
improvement in workplace safety and health.

This publication provides a general overview of a
particular standards-related topic. This publication
does not alter or determine compliance responsibili-
ties which are set forth in OSHA standards, and the
Occupational Safety and Health Act. Moreover,
because interpretations and enforcement policy may
change over time, for additional guidance on OSHA
compliance requirements, the reader should consult
current administrative interpretations and decisions
by the Occupational Safety and Health Review
Commission and the courts.
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domain and may be reproduced, fully or partially,
without permission. Source credit is requested but
not required.
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(29 CFR 1910.119) in 1992.  The standard requires employers to establish a PSM program to 
prevent major chemical workplace emergencies and to implement an emergency action plan. 

The requirements of the HAZWOPER and PSM standards are provided in this publication.  In 
addition, the publication includes emergency action plan and fire prevention plan requirements 
and emergency planning and response requirements in many other OSHA standards.  In order to 
have an effective safety and health program, it is necessary to develop and implement emergency 
preparedness and response requirements that are applicable to the workplace. 

The 26 states that operate OSHA-approved state plan programs set and enforce standards, such 
as HAZWOPER and PSM, and the other emergency planning and response requirements, which 
are identical to or at least as effective as Federal OSHA standards.  While this publication can 
provide useful guidance to all employers and employees, if you are in a state with an OSHA-
approved state program, you should contact the state program for specific compliance 
requirements. 

Please note that the EPA has Risk Management Program (RMP) and Community Right-to-Know 
regulations that address releases of dangerous chemicals.  Information is available on the EPA’s 
website at http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/hotline/rmp.htm. 

Using This Publication 

To use this publication effectively, you should review the standards identified for your industrial 
sector(s) and determine if they apply to your workplace.  Each standard listed in this publication 
includes a general description of the standard’s scope.  Once you have determined which 
standards apply to your workplace, review the requirements and resources identified in this 
publication for each applicable standard.  To assist you in better understanding each standard, 
this publication summarizes the essential program, procedural, equipment, and training 
requirements in each of the standards identified.  The publication also provides online resources, 
including active Internet links, which discuss compliance information for implementing critical 
requirements.  While viewing this online you can click on any of the highlighted words and 
phrases, and be linked to online materials that define or help clarify the word or phrase as it is 
used in the standard. 

Please note that, in developing this publication, the standards most applicable to emergency 
response and preparedness were included.  Standards that were deemed not directly or as likely 
to apply to emergencies were not included.  Therefore, while the majority of standards that 
include emergency-related requirements are addressed in this document, other OSHA standards 
could be applicable to a particular response action. 
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Publication Organization 

This publication is organized so that all standards for a particular industry are grouped together.  
The emergency-related requirements included in this publication are grouped in the following 
sections:  I. General Industry (29 CFR 1910), II. Shipyard Employment (29 CFR 1915), 
III. Marine Terminals (29 CFR 1917), IV. Longshoring (29 CFR 1918), V. Construction 
(29 CFR 1926), and VI. Agriculture (29 CFR 1928).  Please note that a single employer could be 
covered by standards for more than one industry.  For example, an employer in a manufacturing 
plant is primarily covered by 29 CFR 1910 but would be covered by 29 CFR 1926 in cases 
where employees are performing construction work such as erecting a new building or 
demolishing an old structure. 

Within each group of industry standards, the standards are further organized into sections.  These 
sections outline the emergency-related requirements as follows: 

• General Requirements for Workplaces 
These standards are generally required of all workplaces within the industry.  Every 
employer must comply with these requirements or the parallel state plan requirements, 
except where specifically exempted. 

• Additional Requirements for Workplaces Referenced in Other Requirements 
The standards listed in this section are those that are applicable to the workplace when 
employer compliance is required by another OSHA standard.  For example, a grain 
handling facility employer is required by the grain handling facility standard (1910.272) 
to implement an emergency action plan meeting the requirements of 1910.38. [Note: No 
additional requirements for Shipyard Employment, Marine Terminals and Longshoring 
are referenced in other requirements.]  

• Additional Requirements for Specific Workplaces/Operations 
The standards that cover specific workplaces, operations, or processes are listed in this 
section.  It is important to note that 29 CFR 1910.5(c) provides that these specific 
standards shall prevail over any other general standard which might otherwise be 
applicable to the same condition, practice, means, method, operation, or process.  The 
general standards do apply, however, to the extent that none of the particular standards 
are applicable. 

• Requirements that Support Emergency Response and Preparedness 
In addition to the emergency requirements contained in the sections above, this section 
includes standards that are likely to be applicable in an emergency situation.  In any 
chemical-related emergency, for example, the personal protective equipment 
requirements are likely to be applicable.  Likewise, for emergencies involving injured 
persons, the requirements of the bloodborne pathogens standard may apply. 
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to employers and employees. This standard includes hazardous chemicals that employees may be 
exposed to in a foreseeable emergency.  

 

Procedural, 
Program, 
and/or 
Equipment 
Requirements 

Chemical manufacturers and importers must obtain or develop a material safety data 
sheet that includes emergency and first aid procedures for each hazardous chemical 
they produce or import.   

Develop and implement a hazard communication program.  Ensure that material 
safety data sheets for each hazardous chemical used and the hazard communication 
program are available to workers in the workplace. 

For employees that travel between workplaces during a workshift, ensure that 
employees can immediately obtain the required information in an emergency. 

Training 
Requirements 

Provide training and information to employees on how to identify the release of 
hazardous chemicals in the work area, protect themselves from exposure, and 
implement emergency procedures. 

Assistance 
Tools 

Standard – 29 CFR 1910.1200 Hazard communication. 

Directive – CPL 02-02-038 – Inspection Procedures for the Hazard Communication 
Standard. 

Frequently Asked Questions – Hazard Communication (HAZCOM). 

 
 
 
NOTE:  In addition to the General Industry standards highlighted in this publication, the following 
standards also contain limited emergency-related requirements:  29 CFR 1910.68 Manlifts; 1910.1001 
Asbestos; 1910.1018 Arsenic; and 1910.1096 Ionizing radiation. 
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Written correspondence can be mailed to the nearest OSHA Regional or Area Office listed at the 
end of this publication or to OSHA’s national office at: U.S. Department of Labor, Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, 200 Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20210.  
By visiting OSHA’s website at www.osha.gov, you can also:  
•  File a complaint online, 
•  Submit general inquiries about workplace safety and health electronically, and  
•  Find more information about OSHA and occupational safety and health. 
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Region VII
(IA,* KS, MO, NE)
City Center Square
Two Pershing Square
2300 Main Street, Suite 1010
Kansas City, MO 64108-2416
(816) 283-8745

Region VIII
(CO, MT, ND, SD, UT,* WY*)
1999 Broadway, Suite 1690
PO Box 46550
Denver, CO 80201-5716
(720) 264-6550

Region IX
(AZ,* CA,* HI,* NV,* and American Samoa,
Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands)
90 7th Street, Suite 18-100
San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 625–2547

Region X
(AK,* ID, OR,* WA*)
1111 Third Avenue, Suite 715
Seattle, WA 98101-3212
(206) 553–5930

* These states and territories operate their own OSHA-approved job safety and health programs and
cover state and local government employees as well as private sector employees. The Connecticut, New
Jersey, New York and Virgin Islands plans cover public employees only. States with approved pro-
grams must have standards that are identical to, or at least as effective as, the Federal standards.
Note: To get contact information for OSHA Area Offices, OSHA-approved State Plans and OSHA
Consultation Projects, please visit us online at www.osha.gov or call us at 1-800-321-0SHA.
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